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JUN 16 1989

The Honorable John D. Dingell “QX

Chairman, Committee on Energy

and Commerce ) +’\
House of Representatives -
Washington, D.C. 20515 " aW

Dear Mr. Chairman: \-;

This is in response to your letter dated June 1, 1989, ll»‘&niulm
correspondence from Mr. George Hobby. X

As you correctly point out, our Energy Research Adv
examining recent disclosures pertaining to the "
nomena. Their report to Admiral Watkins,
vember 15, 1989, with a preliminary report
to provide you with copies of these reports

As for the status of Mr. Joseph
inquiry to the Office of the Assis
Renewable Energy, whose Energy-
matters rela to that inventi

rature" fusion
Energy, is due
31. I will be pleased
they become available.

on, 1 am referring your

: y for t.‘.nnm;ut‘lnnilndt A
ons program is cognizant o
expect to hear from them shortly.

Your inquiry is welcome. Please let me know if I can be of any further
assistance. :

P

@ Robert 0. Hunter, Jr.

Director
Office of Energy Research

bce:y ES/ -30, ER-1/3, ER-2, ER-60, ER-61, ER-16, ER-622 (Forstl)

éé\ b

:sn:6-13-B9:6-5440



The Honmorable John D. Dingell

Chairman, Committee on Energy
and Commerce

House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This is in response to your letter to Dr. Robert 0. Hunter, J
June 1, 1989, with the accompanying correspondence 5

As you correctly point out, our Energy Research
examining recent disclosures pertaining to the *
phenomena. Their report teo Admiral Watkins,
November 15, 1989, with a preliminary report
to provide you with copies of these report

I will be pleased
as they become available.

As for the status of Mr. Joseph s fon, I am referring your
inquiry to the Office of the Assis for Comservation and
Renewable Energy, whose Energy-Related ions program is cognizant of
matters related to that inventi You expect to hear from them shortcly.
Your inquiry is welcome. Pl t me know if I can be of any further
assistance.
K Sincerely,
Q Ryszard Gajewski, Director
Division of Advanced Energy Projects
Office of Basic Energy Sclences, ER-16
bee: ES Ref#89-008182 :
ER Ref#B89-240
: PREPARED BY: RGajewski/lh:ER-16:6/9/89:3-5995
MA-1.22
DO/4
CE=1
ER-10
ER-60
ER-61
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The Honorable John D. Dingell

Chairman, Committee on Energy
and Commerce

House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chafrman:

This is in response to your letter dated June 1, 1989, with the accompanying
correspondence from Mr. George Hobby.

As you correctly point out, our Energy Research Advisory Board (ERAB) is
examining recent disclosures pertaining to the "room temperature” fusion
phenomena. Their report to Admiral Watkins, Secretary.of Energy, is due
November 15, 1989, with a preliminary report due July 31. 1 will be pleased

/adler
r;"jsg

-30
f /a9

to provide you with copies of these reports as soon.as they become available.

As for the status of Mr. Joseph Newman's invention, [ am referring your
inquiry to the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Conservation and
Renewable Energy, whose Energy-Related Inventions program is cognizant of

matters related to that invention. You can expect to hear from them shortly.

Your inquiry is welcome. Please let me know if I can be of any further
assistance.

Sincerely,

Robert 0. Hunter, Jr.
Director
0ffice of Energy Research

bce: . ES/4, CP-30, ER-1/3, ER-2, ER-60, ER-61, ER-16, ER-622 (Forstl)
ER-16:RGajewski:Th:6-9-89:3-5995
Retvned: sn:6-13-89:6-5440
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Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

June 16, 1989

The Honorable John D. Dingell

Chairman, Committee on Energy
and Commerce

House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This is in response to your letter dated June 1, 1989, with the accompanying
correspondence from Mr. George Hobby.

As you correctly point out, our Energy Research Advisory Board (ERAB) 1s
examining recent disclosures pertaining to the "room temperature" fusion
phenomena. Their report to Admiral Watkins, Secretary of Energy, is due
November 15, 1989, with a preliminary report due July 31. 1 will be pleased
to provide you with copies of these reports as soon as they become available.

As for the status of Mr. Joseph Newman's “invention, I am referring your
inguiry to the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Conservation and
Renewable Energy, whose Energy-Related Inventions program is cognizant of
matters related to that invention. You can expect to hear from them shortly.

Your inguiry is welcome. Please let me know if I can be of any further
assistance.

Sincerely,

FoAtd Wamde )

Robert 0. Hunter, Jr.
Director
Office of Energy Research

cC:
The Monorable Norman F. Lent
Ranktns Minority Member
Committee on Energy and Commerce
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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Dr. Robert 0. Hunter, Jr.
Director

Office of Energy Research
Department of Energy

1000 Independence Avenue, 5. W.
Washington, D. C. 20585

Dear Dr. Hunter:

I am forwarding a constituent letter on "room temperature"
fusion. As 1 understand it;, efforts are being made through your
Office and the Energy Research Advisory Board to examine the
validities of the claims on "room temperature" fusion. I would
appreciate it if you would examipe the claims regarding Joseph
Newman’s invention in this

JOHN D. DINGELL
CHAIRMAN

Enclasures
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Mr. George W. Hobby - vwen Rd
8310 Wetherfield Lane G342 ©C

Cincinnati, Ohio. 45236 Gresse Lide, Mk
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Dear Mr. Hobby:

Thank you for your letter of July 25 7 i seph
Newman's invention. As you are aware, lways concerned ‘with
the issues surrounding cost-efficient energy an —

possibilities suggested by Mr. Newman's discovery are certainly
provocative. However, the procedure in which patents are issued
falls within the jurisdiction of the Committee on the Judiciary
and not the Committee on Energy and Commerce. With that in mind,
I have taken the liberty of forwarding your letter to the
Chairman of that Committee, Peter W. Rodino, Jr.

I appreciate your taking the time to share your concerns and
if I can be of assistance in.the future, please do not hesitate
to ask.

With every good wish.

- /1)
% © JOEN n%u(&GELL

CHAIRMAN
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. Datfreit News 4/8/29
[asion Energy B 2akthrough?

Mmhmza-um Stanley Pons of the current through it. The atoms began to fuse. The
University of Utah and Martin Fleischmann of the  beat and energy discharges generated ranged from
University of Southampton in England claimed at  as little as 48 percent of the electric input to as
an unmhuﬂlll press ennferendn; mﬁlal::lh that they had  much as 9.4 times the break-even point.
successfully produced nuclear fusion at room tem- sstablishme turally ;
peratures. Within days, a second such discovery “]'I.?enﬂﬂiﬂt .,_-5.,:1,'.“ u::::im? mdepmimmly
was announced by scientists at Bn'fhm Young  might have solved the problem of nuclear fusion
University, though with lower levels of output. The At least one prominent physicist dismissed the
implications are little short of staggering. findings as “preposterous.”

Scientists have known that nuclear fusion = ™
is potentially the world's most inexhaustible and t w;xmﬂm 'mfﬁl \

safe energy resource. Nuclear fusion is the process p ; =
of creating energy by binding atoms together, jt [ 1be first breakthroughs in atomic power came in |
powers the sun and the hydrogen bomb. The fuel isolated experiments, not in the wartime Hﬂlh.l‘!:v J
for such reactions can easily be extracted from sea

. - experiments hold up, we could be standing
:::'I: ‘:rﬂ mmﬁf; t::;n“h-‘,mf“mh; on the threshold of & new energy era. 0il prices will

contrast to nuclear fission, the process of creating Plummet as. producers rush um 1o the
energy by splitting atoms apart that is used in market before it's rendered ete for many

existing nuclear reactors. Nuclear fission produces PUTPOBES. Existing atomic power plants could be

waste.and high radioactivity levels. phased out. The guto industry could begin to talk
Until the Utah announcements, it was widely mmmw transportation —

believed that nuclear fusion could only be achieved 2# the cityof Los Angeles recently demanded.

by hesting charged gases of hydrogen atoms to Indeed, one of the most important thinge Pons
between E-EI and 100 million The problem and Fleischmann may have demonstrated is the
has been thet this takes as much or more energy to . foolishness of our 1970s energy policies. Massive,
achieve as fusion would produce. Nevertheless, the  taxpayer-financed investments in coal-gasifica-
potential was so great that hundreds of millions of tion, shale-oil conversion and synthetic fuel plants
doliars have been spent on government-supported . all failed to produce practical alternatives to oil.
nuclear fusion research. Yet, two lone scientists may well have broken
Pons and Fleischmann began with experiments  through to a potentislly infini :
in their kitchen. They placed small rods of various is clean safe It ﬂ)ﬁ to show
nuclear material into a solution contained in L ideas imagination are still our mnﬂ/
ordinary lab beakers and ran a weak electric | important sources of energy.
__—l-'--'-'r'
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