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JUN 16 1989

The Honorable John D. Dingell

Chairman, Committee on Energy
and Commerce

House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This is in response to your letter dated June 1, 1989, with the accompanying
correspondence from Mr. George Hobby.

As you correctly point out, our Energy Research Advisory Board (ERAB) is
examining recent disclosures pertaining to the "room temperature®™ fusion
phenomena. Their report to Admiral Watkins, Secretary of Energy, is due
November 15, 1989, with a preliminary report due July 31. I will be pleased
to provide you with copies of these reports as soon as they become available.

As for the status of Mr. Joseph Newman's_invention, I am referring your
inquiry to the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Conservation and
Renewable Energy, whose Energy-Related Inventions program is cognizant of
matters related to that invention. You Can expect to hear from them shortly.

Your inquiry is welcome. PleasesJet'me know if I can be of any further
assistance.

Sincerely,

5/

Robert 0. Hunter, Jr.
Director
Office of Energy Research

bcc: ES/4, CP-30, ER-1/3, ER-2, ER-60, ER-61, ER-16, ER-622 (Forstl)
ER-16:RGajewski:1h:6-9-89:3-5995
Retyped:sn:6-13-89:6-5440



. ' ' © o] ¥ ER-16 £
; Gajewski
06/09/89

The Honorable John D. Dingell
Chairman, Committee on Energy
and Commerce

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chalrman; Cp-30

This 1s in respouse to your letter to Dr. Robert 0. Hunter, Jr., dated .06/ /89
June 1, 1989, with the accompanying correspondence from Mr. Gaorge Hobby.

As you correctly point out, our Energy Research Advisory Board (ERABR) is
examining recent disclosures pertaining to the "room temperature” fusion
phenomena. Their report to Admiral Watkins, Secretary of Energy, is due
November 15, 1989, with a preliminary resport due July 31. I will be pleased
to provide you with copies of these reports as soon as they become available.

As for the status of Mr. Joseph Newman's inwvention, I am referring your
inquiry to the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Conservation and
Renewalile Energy, whose Energy-Related Inventions program is cognizant of
matters related to that invention, '¥You can expect to hear from them shortly.
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Your inquiry is welcome. Please let me know if I can be of any further
assistance,

Sincerely,

Byszard Gajewski, Director
Division of Advanced Energy Projects
Office of Basic Energy Scliences, ER-16

bcc: S ES Ref#89-008182
DS ER Ref#89-240
Us
05/Brown PREPARED BY: RGajewski/lh:ER-16:6/9/89:3-5995
cP-1
MA-1.22
no/4
CE-1
ER-10
ER-60
ER-61
ER-622 (Fstl)
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
OFF{CE OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

DOCUMENT TRANSMITTAL FORM
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{cONTROL NO. ACTS NO. DATE SENT DATE DU
%S- 89-008182 6/14/89 6/16/89
TYPE OF DOCUMENT/ADDRESSEE Response to Hon. SUBJECT
John Dingell signed by Room Temperature Fusion
FROM  ER/Hunter  (InSTEEY m)
10 | 8% [0 | e
TO TO TO TO
THE SECRETARY (S) POLICY AND EVALUATION (PE)
DEPUTY SECRETARY (DS) INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS (IA)
UNDER SECRETARY (US) CONSERVATION & SOLAR ENERGY (CS)
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER (CF) NUCLEAR ENERGY (NE)
THE SPECIAL ASSISTANT (SA} FOSSIL ENERGY (FE)
THE EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT (EA) DEFENSE PROGRAMS (DP)
DIR., OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY (DOSE) ENVIRONMENT (EV]
PUBLIC AFFAIRS (PA) RESOURCE APPLIC T‘;)-h—i-s (RA)
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS {LA) ENERGY RESEAQCH (ER)
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS (iR) OR ¢
CONSUMER AFFAIRS (CA)
GENERAL COUNSEL (GC)
INERGY INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION (Ef} PROCUREMENT & CONTRACTS MGMT. (PR}
£CONOMIC REGULATORY ADMIN. (RG) QUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY (EO)
SPECIAL COUNSEL (SC) MINORITY ECONOMIC IMPACT (MI)
HEARINGS AND APPEALS (HG) BOARD OF CONTRACT APPEALS (CB)
CP/30 7
ACTION REQUIRED (ES USE o—n.n.w STAFF ACTION SUMMARY
SIGNATURE Ty OFFICE NAME/INITIALS DATE
APPROVAL - A
INFORMATION (; [,/122 :Z:

X | concurmence At

Coordination Tab"

T 777
‘/ j W

COMMENTS AND/OR RECOMMENDATIONS

(
N
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OTHER (SEE REMARKS)

REMARKS:

Please return your signed
concurrence/nonconcurrence
to MA/1.224 by the due date 9 IFARIRSINS
listed above. Thank you. =

8

i

Y/,

10
a|

/=

€S CONTACT: /1 ravis Hulsey, Uesk IV 65075

REMARK%W%W 0 V2L ]
7E ¢ & )/em.sé';—




16 £ .

ewski
09/89

The Honorable John D. Dingell

Chairman, Committee on Energy /60
and Commerce 4
House of Representatives w/Adler
Washington, D.C. 20515 1}1789
Dear Mr. Chairman:
-30
This is in response to your letter dated June 1, 1989, with the accompanying
correspondence from Mr. George Hobby. o’ / /89
As you correctly point out, our Energy Research Advisory Board (ERAB) is
examining recent d1sclosures pertaining to the "room temperature" fusion
phenomena. Their report to Admiral Watkins, Secretary of Energy, is due
November 15, 1989, with a preliminary report due July 31. I will be pleased
to provide you W1th copies of these reports as soon as they become available.
As for the status of Mr. Joseph Newman's invention, I am referring your
inquiry to the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Conservation and
Renewable Energy, whose Energy-Related Inventions program is cognizant of
matters related to that invention. Yeu can expect to hear from them shortly.
Your inquiry is welcome. P1ease ]et me know if I can be of any further
assistance. N
Sincerely,
P Robert 0. Hunter, Jr.
by, Director
Office of Energy Research
bcc: ES/4, CP-30, ER-1/3, ER-2, ER-60, ER-61, ER-16, ER-622 (Forstl)
ER-16:RGajewski:1h:6-9-89:3-5995
Retvpegd;sn:6-13-89:6-5440 —
0S/Brown PREPARED BY: RGajewski/lh:ER-16:6/9/89:3-5995 Cﬂ” }8,
CpP-1 : —
MA-1.22 ‘
Do/4 . WJ
CE-1 oy
ER~-10 -
ER-60 v '
ER-61

ER-622 (Fstl)



Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

June 16, 1989

The Honorable John D. Dingell
Chairman, Committee on Energy
and Commerce
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This is in response to your letter dated June 1, 1989, with the accompanying
correspondence from Mr. George Hobby. =

examining recent disclosures pertaining to the "room temperature" fusion
phenomena. Their report to Admiral Watkins, Secretary of Energy, is due
November 15, 1989, with a preliminary report.due July 31. I will be pleased
to provide you with copies of these reports as soon as they become available.

As for the status of Mr. Joseph Newman's.invention, I am referring your
inquiry to the Office of the Assistant.-Secretary for Conservation and
Renewable Energy, whose Energy-Related Inventions program is cognizant of
matters related to that invention. :

Your inquiry is welcome. Pleasé . let me know if I can be of any further
assistance.

Sincerely,

FAD ot )

Robert 0. Hunter, Jr.
Director
Office of Energy Research

cc:
The Honorable Norman F. Lent
Ranking Minority Member
Committee on Energy and Commerce
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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—} DINGELL,JOHN D CHR MI O REMARKS: THIS IS A HIGH PRIORITY ITEM. o
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND FINAL RESPONSE MUST REACH #
COMMERCE THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
HOBBY ,GEORGE MI C EY THE DUE DATE.

SUBJ: NUCL.EAR
EggigglNG "ROOM TEMPERATURE" COR USE B AC UON OTTILE ONLY
DUE
FUSION : ACTION REFERRED TO  [DATE RETURN TO DRE
2
3
ACTION TO: ER TYPE ACTION: Coordinate and reply directSIG OF: "
CONCURRENCELP30 (
INFORMATIONS DS U8 0S/BROWN CP1 MA1.,22 DOA4
FILE CODECRD INGELL-ES89008182 CONTROL ANALYST:B. ATCHERSON...5075

ALL DOCUMENTS FOR THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
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ONE HUNDRED FIRST €I S5

JOHN D DINGELL. MICHIGAN. CHAIRMAN

JAMES K SCHEUER NEW YORK NORMAN £ LENT. NEW YORK
HENAY A WAXMAN. CALIFORNIA EDWARD R. MADIGAN. ILLINOIS :
PHILIP R SHARP INDIANA - CARLDS J MOORHEAD, CALIFORNIA U.8. bﬂuﬂf of l\tprcﬁtn!atlhts
JAMES 5 FLORID, NEW JERSEY © MATTHEW J RINALDO NEW JERSEY

THOMAS & LUXEN Om TS D e CALIFORNIA Committee on Energy and Commerce

DOUG WALGREN. PENNSYLVANIA THOMAS J TAUKE. 10WA

AL SWIFT, WASHINGTON DON RITTER, PENNSYLVANIA 1 (D
MICKEY LECAND. TEXAS THOMAS J BLILEY. JR, VIRGINIA Room 2125, Rapburn Bouse Gffice Wuilding
CARDISS COLLINS, ILLINOIS JACK FIELDS. TEXAS ,

WMIKE SYNAR, OKLAHOMA MICHAEL G. OXLEY, OMIO waﬁbinmnn. BL 20515

W.J "BILLY" TAUZIN, LOUISIANA HOWARD C NIELSON. UTAH

RON WYDEN, OREGON WMICHAEL BILIRAKIS, FLORIDA

RALPH M. MALL. TEXAS DAN SCHAEFER COLORADO

DENNIS E_ ECKANT. OHIO JOE BARTON, TEXAS

BiLL AICKARDSON, NEW MEXICO SONNY CALLAHAN ALABAMA

4 SLATTERY. KANSAS ALEX MCMILLAN, NORTH CAROLINA

GERRY SIKORSK), MINNESOTA June 1, 1989

JONN BRYANT, TEXAS

JIM BATES CALIFORNIA

RICK BOUCHER, VIRGINIA

MM COOPER. TENNESSEE

TERRY L BRUCE. ILLINOIS

4 ROY ROWLAND. GEORGIA
THOMAS J MANTON. NEW YORX

WM MICHAEL KITIZMILLER. STAFF DIRECTOR

Dr. Robert O. Hunter, Jr.
Director

Office of Energy Research
Department of Energy

1000 Independence Avenue, S. W.
Washington, D. C. 20585

Dear Dr. Hunter:

I am forwarding a constituent letter on "room temperature"
fusion. As I understand it, efforts are being made through your
Office and the Energy Research Advisory Board to examine the
validities of the claims on«"room temperature" fusion. I would
appreciate it if you would examine the claims regarding Joseph
Newman’s invention in_this pr® g .

JOHN D. DINGELL
CHATRMAN

Enclosures
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. ONE MUNDRED™™ CONGRES:...
FE——
JOHN D DINGELL MICHIGAN CHAINMAN
JAMES # SCMEUTR MEw YORX MORMAN F LENT NEW YOR:

HENRY A WAXMAN CALIFORNIA EDWARD B MADIGAN WLINDIS [
ML R SHARP INDIANA CARLOS J MOORMEAD CALIFOANA u.g. bBuS! Uf Rtpftstnf!ﬂb!ﬁ
WMES ) FLOMID NEW JERSEY MATTHEW J RINALDC WEW JERSEY

Dat & tontn oo IS a0t Committee on €nergp and Commerte

G WALGREN PENNS Y| VANA THOMAS & TAUKE OWA

SWIFT WASHINGTON DON RTTER PENNSYLVANIA { iini
ST WASHNGTO DOw 2TER PENASY Room 2125, Ravburn Bouse @flice Building

ARDISS COLLING ILLINOIS THOMAS J BLILEY JR VIRGiINA .

MIKE SYNAR OKLAWOMA JACK FIELDS TEXAS naﬂblnn‘ton, SC 20515

W UBILLY TAUZW LOUISIANA MICHALL G OXLEY ONID

AON WYDEN OREGON HOWARD C MIELSON UTan

AALPH M mALL TERAS MICHAEL BILMAKIS FLORIDA

DENNIS E ECRART OWID DAN SCHAEFER COLORADD

WAYNE DOWDY MISSISSIPP: JOE BARTON TEXAS

$il MCHARDSON. MEW MEXICO SOWNY CALLAMAK ALABAMA

Mk SLATTERY EANSAS August 3 | 4 1987

GERRY SIKORSK! MINNESOTA
JOMN BRYANT TEXAS

JU BATES CALFORN:A

RCK BOUCHER VIRG!we.&

b COOPER TENMESSEE
TERRY | SRUCE WAWNOHS

W MICHAEL KITZMILLER STASF DIRECTOR

Neow

P

Mr. George W. Bobby a2 Cwen R4
8310 Wetherfield Lane 434 4 Mk
€ineinnati, -Ohio. 45236 Gresse {;}’;3?

Dear Mr. Hobby: Y a%

Thank you for your letter of July 25, 1987 r i seph
Newman's invention. As you are aware, am always concerned 'with
the issues surrounding cost-efficient energy an
possibilities suggested by Mr. Newman's discovery are certainly
provocative. However, the procedure in which patents are issued
falls within the jurisdiction of the Committee on the Judiciary
and not the Committee on Energy and Commerce. With that in mind,

I have taken the liberty of forwarding your letter to the
Chairman of that Committee, Peter W. Rodino, Jr.

to ask.

3

92
o * JOEN D.” DINGELL
CHAIRMAN
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| Datreit News

4/8/89

Tasion Energy B zakthrough?

Two weeks ago, physicists Stanley Pons of the
University of Utah and Martin Fleischmann of the
University of Southampton in England claimed at
an unusual press conference in Utah that they had
successfully produced nuclear fusion at room tem-
peratures. Within days, a second such discovery
was announced by scientists at Brigham Young
University, though with lower levels of output. The
implications are little short of staggering.

Scientists have long known that nuclear fusion
is potentially the world’s most inexhaustible and
safe energy resource. Nuclear fusion is the process
of creating energy by binding atoms together; it
powers the sun and the hydrogen bomb. The fue}
for such reactions can easily be extracted from sea
water and the reactions themselves yield very low
levels of radioactivity and waste. This is in
contrast to nuclear fission, the process of creating
energy by splitting atoms apart that is used in
existing nuclear reactors. Nuclear fission produces
waste-and high radioactivity levels.

Until the Utah announcements, it was widely
believed that nuclear fusion could only be achieved

by heating charged gases of hydrogen atoms to

between 50 and 100 million degrees. The problem
has been that this takes as much or more ene

potential was so great that hundreds of millions of
dollars have been spent on government-supported
nuclear fusion research. o,
Pons and Fleischmann began with experiments
in their kitchen. They placed small rods of various
nuclear material into a solution contained in
ordinarv lab beakers and ran & weak electric

Pk Lo e por

current through it. The atoms began to fuse. The
beat and energy discharges generated ranged from
as little as 48 percent of the electric input to as
much as 9.4 times the break-even point.

The physics establishment was naturally skepti-
cal at news that scientists operating independently
might have solved the problem of nuclear fusion.
At least one prominent physicist dismissed the
findings as “preposterous.” -
It wouldn’t be the first time, however, that
uman genius manifested itself in such a fashion. |
The first breakthroughs in atomic power came in
)solapted experiments, not in the wartime Manhat- ,

ro !

If the experiments hold up, we could be standing
on the threshold of a new energy era. Oil prices will
plummet as producers rush petroleum to the
market before it’s rendered obsolete for many
purposes. Existing atomic power plants could be
phased out. The auto industry could begin to talk
seriously about electric-powered transportation —
as thecity of Los Angeles recently demanded.

_Indeed, one of the most important things Pons
and Fleischmann may have demonstrated is the

. foolishness of our 1970s energy policies. Massive,

achieve as fusion would produce. Nevertheless, the taxpayer-financed investments in coal-gasifica-

tion, shale-oil conversion and synthetic fuel plants
all failed to produce practical alternatives to oil.
Yet, two lone scientists may well have broken

through to tap a potentially infinite energy re-
source that is both clean and safe,/It goes to show
t ideas and imagination are still our mosy

important sources of energy.
‘_/' ‘
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY |
L. OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETAKY

DOCUMENT TRANSMITTAL FORM

ignature
FAOH’ MA-1.224

to Chairman John D. Dingell for ER

CONTROL NO. ACTS NO. DATE SENT DATE DUE
ES-89-008182 06/16/89
TYPE OF DOCUMENT/ADDRESSEE Interim response SUBJECT

Room temperature fusion

T0 ‘eore”| corv | 10 “Corv | corv
10 T0 TO TO

THE SECRETARY (S) POLICY AND EVALUATION (PE)
‘| DEPUTY SECRETARY (DS). INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS (IA)

UNDER SECRETARY (US) CONSERVATION & SOLAR ENERGY (CS)

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER (CF) NUCLEAR ENERGY (NE)

THE SPECIAL ASSISTANT (SA} FOSSIL ENERGY (FE)

THE EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT (EA) DEFENSE PROGRAMS (DP)

DIR., OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY (DOSE) ENVIRONMENT (EV) i P

PUBLIC AFFAIRS (PA)

RESOURCE APPLICATIONS (RA)

information and files.

concurree,

Copies have been provided to each

[Es conTAcT:  1iovic Hulsey. 586-5075

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS (LA) ENERGY RESEARCH (ER) X U
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS (IR) INSPECTOR GENERAL (iG)
CONSUMER AFFAIRS (CA} ADMINISTRATION {AD)
GENERAL COUNSEL (GC) CONTROLLER (CR}
ENERGY INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION (El) PROCUREMENT & CONTRACTS MGMT. (PR}
ECONOMIC REGULATORY ADMIN. {RG) _ EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY (EO)
SPECIAL COUNSEL (SC) ¢ " MINORITY ECONOMIC IMPACT (M1}
HEARINGS AND APPEALS (HG) BOARD OF CONTRACT APPEALS (CB)
CP/30 ALY
ACTION REQUIRED (ES USE ONLY) STAFF ACTION SUMMARY
SIGNATURE e OFFICE NAME/INITIALS DATE
APPROVAL Wy 1
X | INFORMATION _ 2
CONCURRENCE 3
COMMENTS AND/OR RECOMMENDATIONS 4
OTHER (SEE REMARKS) 5
REMARKS: 6
The attached interim reply dated
June 16, 1989, was signed by Robert 0. !
Hunter and dispatched in the Office of 8
the Executive Secretariat on "
June 16, 1989.
10
Copies have been provided for your AEMARKS:
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