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May 2, 1989

Ms. Carolyn J. L. Moore
University of Hartford

8 Walker Lane

West Hartford, CT 06117

Dear Ms. Moore:

Your letter of April 11, 1989, to President Bush on the pdsgibility that
recent nuclear fusion results could contribute to a better environment has
been referred to me for reply.

The Department of Energy is cautiously optimistic ‘about recent disclosures
regarding a possible breakthrough in nuclear fusion research, The benefits
would be overwhelming if an unlimited and benign energy source results from
this research. Even if these preliminary claims prove to be partially true,
a new field of sclence will have emerged with potentially profound benefits
for society. We also need to remain objectiwve because, throughout history,
science has been littered with enthusiastic elaims of technical achievements
which subsequently resulted in disappoeintment.

In order for the experiments related-to harnessing nuclear fusion to receive
a credible hearing, scientific details need to be made available. This must
be accomplished through the publication of scholarly papers and direct
interaction among researchers,/ The Department is actively monitoring recent
developments in nuclear fusion research in terms of what the process of
scientific discovery will reveal for future enerpgy technologies. The
successful utilizatjion of a technology that might emerge from this research
must be preceded by confirmation of reperted results, an understanding of the
basic phenomeng~involved, and dedicated development.

Thank you for informing us of your thoughts on fusion and how its
implementation might help the environment,

Sincerely,

Ryszard Gajewski, Director
Division of Advanced Enerpy Projects
Office of Basic Energy Sciences, ER-16
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College of Arts and Sciences
Department of Politics and Government
AO 8 West Hartford, CT 06117

203-243-4234
April 11, 1988

President George Bush
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Bush:

I have 1on- been

As one concerned about our environment,
(==1i0n 85 2 means—af attal

1 have wondered why we as a country decided to deve1op f1ss1on
facilities when the fuel and waste products are so costily and
destructive. Recently in our paper, The Hartford Courant, I
read the attached article with new hope that perhaps this is the
step necessary for the United States to reconsider the whole
nuclear question. I heard on the CES'news last evening that
this research has been confirmed in two other locations since
the initial announcement. [ believe-this country should now
support these efforts generougly because fusion appears possible
with readily available materials without producing harmful by=-
products. With nuclear fission we are left with the horror that
the waste may never really dissipate and may destroy our fragile
earth for future generations.

Certainiy we ctannot go on indefiniteiy using fossil fuels--
these are damaging-our air and atmosphere. Using nuclear energy
is preferable for the environment only if it doesn't pollute in
toxic ways, Thus 1t seems fusion, if research is encouraged,
may well prove 3 B TL afe
."_

Sincerely yours,

Lot Y ooeer.

Carolyn J. L. Moore
B Walker Lane
West Hartford, Connecticut 06117

cc: Senator Dodd
Senator Lieberman
Congresswoman Kennelly
Hartford Courant
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