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57 ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a method for producing thermal
energy, wherein, by means of a plasma arc which is located
between a cathode and an anode, light initial material that is
suitable for fusion processes is put into the plasma state by
supplying electric energy. Use is made of a cathode made of
a metal that is suitable for allowing the particles which are
produced in the plasma to be diffused and for allowing a
fusion process to take place in the metal grid. The invention
has a high degree of efficiency in corresponding systems such
that said methods can be used anywhere where fossil and/or
renewable and/or chemical fuels are used, in order to use the
thermal energy directly or by conversion.

10 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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METHOD FOR PRODUCING THERMAL
ENERGY

The invention relates to a process for producing thermal
energy wherein, by supplying electric energy, light initial
material that is suitable for fusion processes is dissociated,
ionized, and then induced to fusion.

A method for generating a flame by means of a plasma arc
wherein water vapor is dissociated into hydrogen and oxygen
by supplying electric energy and the hydrogen is then ionized
is known from EP 0919 317 A1, and is used for the thermal
processing of metals. With this method, water vapor is intro-
duced via nozzles into an electrode chamber where a plasma
arc is ignited by supplying electric energy. In a commercial
device based on this method, a pistol-shaped plasma burner is
supplied with electric energy by means of an electric supply
device that can be operated with common line voltage. Inside
the burner tube, an electric arc is ignited between the anode
nozzle and the cathode that converts the water in that location
first to a vapor state and then into a plasma state. In this
process, the water molecules are dissociated and the compo-
nents are ionized and exit as a plasma beam from the burner
nozzle under the naturally generated pressure. By means of
this plasma beam, metal can be cut, welded, soldered, and
subjected to other kinds of thermal processing. In principle,
this device is suitable for processing any non-combustible
material, including non-rusting and high-alloyed steel, alu-
minum, titanium, brick, concrete, ceramic, with the quality of
a laser beam.

In EP 463 089 B1, the so-called cold fusion is described
wherein, by means of electrolysis, deuterium atoms are intro-
duced into a lattice material that has a crystal structure, with
the cold fusion being capable of generating surplus heat by
means of nuclear fusion in the crystal structure without
destroying the lattice material. There, but in connection with
the electrolysis, the physical processes with various initial
materials and reaction materials are described. In the past, the
processes described there were also scientifically analyzed by
others and are therefore part of the standard knowledge of a
person skilled in the art.

In the meantime, based on this proposal, many experiments
and proposals were made, but as far as can be determined, no
proposal so far could be realized in a form that would be
available to the general public as replacement for the essential
common carriers of energy like gas, oil, coal, or uranium used
for the manifold applications of energy production, be it for
the direct generation of heat, of electric power, or mechanical
power. This is true for industrial-scale systems as well as
smaller systems for domestic use.

Therefore, this invention addresses the problem of propos-
ing a method that makes it possible to generate surplus heat
even in a small compact unit by using cold fusion.

According to the invention, this problem is solved by a
method with the characteristics of the main claim. Additional
advantageous implementations are described in the sub-
claims.

According to the invention, in order to generate thermal
energy, a plasma arc (with switchable polarity) located
between a cathode and an anode is used in which suitable light
initial materials that are capable of fusion processes are put in
a plasma state by supplying electric energy. For this, a cath-
ode made of a metal is used that is suitable for allowing the
particles produced in the plasma to be diffused and for allow-
ing a fusion process to take place in the metal grid.

The plasma arc located between the electrodes is com-
monly sustained by means of electric energy. The plasma arc
is sustained in an atmosphere consisting of a material that
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contains the initial materials necessary for a nuclear fusion,
e.g. hydrogen, deuterium, or tritium atoms or their ions, as
well as lithium atoms and ions. As initial substance, simple
water with its natural isotopes can be used or, to increase the
efficiency, heavy water, deuterium-loaded water, tritium-sub-
stituted water and/or mixtures thereof with normal water. The
necessary light initial material can be provided as such in
solid, liquid, or gaseous form and then placed in the vicinity
of'the plasma arc. In gaseous form, it can be injected directly,
in liquid form an intermediate evaporation step is necessary,
for example directly by the heat of the plasma arc. In the
plasma arc, these particles are put in the plasma state and, by
operating with an appropriate amperage of above 3 A, are
produced in a sufficient quantity to allow a suitable(H*, D*,
T*, Li*. .. and not O or N*) ion flow in the direction of the
cathode. It can be expected that after passing through the
cathode fall, the ions will impact on the cathode with a certain
impact energy, and that the ion density on the cathode is very
high.

In order to make surplus heat possible at all, the cathode is
made of a material that has a metal grid (represented by the
textured pattern of elements 3 and 4 of the figure) which
makes a fusion process possible. The cathode may consist
entirely of this material, or may merely be coated with it.
Materials that are suitable for this, in principle, are metals
from Group IIX and Group IV A of the periodic system and
their alloys. Specifically, these are palladium, iron, cobalt,
nickel, ruthenium, rhodium, osmium, iridium, titanium, zir-
conium, hafnium, and their alloys. The particles that are
moved towards the cathode diffuse into the grid of the cathode
material where they effect the nuclear fusion process
described in the literature during which surplus heat is gen-
erated. This surplus heat can be removed in a wide variety of
ways known to a person skilled in the art; in the simplest
manner, for example, through removal of the heat by means of
a liquid medium so that this heat can then be converted either
directly or indirectly, in many different ways, to a different
form of energy, like electric or mechanical energy, for
example.

Palladium proved to be an especially preferred cathode
material that is especially well suited due to its high work
function of electrons of 5.6 eV when compared to the other
materials listed above. With appropriate cooling of the cath-
ode, it makes it much simpler to prevent an electron flow over
the plasma arc generated by the heat that is generated at the
cathode because this electron flow does not contribute any-
thing to the heat generation process, or even hinders it
because then the desirable particle flow in the direction of the
cathode for triggering the nuclear fusion in the cathode does
not form, or is impaired. In order to achieve a similar effect
with other materials, due to the lower work function of elec-
trons, a significantly higher cooling effort must be made in
order to prevent or minimize the undesirable electron flow
from the cathode.

The form and the volume of the cathode as well as the
current density flowing through it determine the amount of
heat that can be generated in the metal at a given electrical
potential. The anode may also be coated with or made from
one of the materials referred to above, but it appears sufficient
to use any suitable conductor material for this, such as plati-
num, nickel, carbon, or copper, that itself does not react with
components of the process in order to prevent the creation of
undesirable reactions. An anode configuration favoring a
large-area interaction of the plasma with the cathode is desir-
able.

According to another preferred implementation, the
plasma is loaded with current pulses. These current pulses can



US 8,129,656 B2

3

be applied either instead of or in addition to a permanent
current, and have the effect of a brief, strong increase of the
current and therefore of the temperature in the plasma arc
such that the desired particles are generated in a larger quan-
tity, thereby effecting the particle flow in the direction of the
cathode referred to above to an extent that will then effect a
nuclear fusion with the cathode material that generates more
thermal energy than needed for the operation of the plasma
arc. Dependent on the amperages with which the plasma arc
is operated, the length of the pulses may range from usec to
seconds. In the case of palladium, for example, the current
pulses may have an amperage of 60 A for a short time, for
example 1 psec, in order to generate a required temperature.
Depending on the amperage and the pulse length, many
hydrogen ion isotopes (H*, D*, T* .. .) or other suitable ions
(Li*) can be generated that are then available for the fusion
process; of course, the amperage needs to be selected so that
the cathode material is not destroyed. These current pulses
have a triple effect: one, the brief heating referred to above for
generating the particles D*, T*; two, prevention of excessive
heating of the thermally slow-acting cathode material by the
undesirable electron flow; and three, an increase of the fusion
processes because these are especially effective in the palla-
dium crystal at high currents, fast current change and, due to
that, fast (usec range) potential change in the solid body and
in the plasma.

According to another implementation of the process,
instead of'a permanent current, the plasma arc can be operated
ata sufficiently high number of current pulses per unit of time.
To make this operation possible without a permanent operat-
ing voltage, the frequency should then be sufficiently high
that the arc plasma receives the next pulse already in the
afterglow of the preceding pulse.

According to a preferred implementation, the current
pulses are generated via a high voltage supply that charges a
capacitor, and a control spark gap; preferably, a capacitor
with sufficient capacity for sustaining the necessary mini-
mum amperages over the necessary minimum pulse lengths is
used.

In addition, it is advantageous if additional energy in form
ot'high frequency (HF) is superimposed on the plasma arc. If
the HF is introduced at the ion plasma frequency o,,(i=H",
D™, T*) of the hydrogen isotopes in question, or other isotopes
suitable for fusion, it is possible to increase their energy in a
controlled manner in order to influence the fusion process
advantageously. If the frequency w - of the applied HF field
is selected to be below the ion plasma frequency ,,, in ques-
tion, it is possible to generate between the plasma and the
cathode surface a HF boundary layer that makes an energetic
ion bombardment of the cathode palladium surface with ion
energies of several 100 eV to 1000 eV possible and intensifies
the fusion process. Intrinsic change of potential processes like
the intrinsic high-frequency sawtooth mode of a plasma torch
are also suitable for creating the boundary layer.

The fusion processes become especially effective if the
sequence of the impingement of the high-energy hydrogen
isotope ions and the rapid change of the potential conditions
(in the solid body as well as in the plasma) in the psec range
are in a certain temporal relationship to each other, especially
if the events take place almost simultaneously.

In accordance with another implementation, the cathode—
preferably made of palladium—can first be sequentially
loaded with a certain hydrogen isotope and then be bom-
barded with another isotope that is suitable for fusion, in order
to intentionally trigger special reactions like D-D or D-T, for
example.

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

In its preferred embodiment, the cathode material is
cooled. This can be done by appropriate cooling of the mate-
rial if it is only located on the surface, or by cooling the
cathode as a whole. For example, the cathode can be cooled
by the initial material which will then evaporate and is turned
into a plasma. Likewise, active cooling of the cathode and a
different way of introducing the initial materials into the
plasma are also possible. The fusion process becomes espe-
cially effective if the cathode is kept at low optimal tempera-
tures. Preferably, the conditions for an electron flow from the
cathode material are selected so that the electron flow
becomes minimal. This can be achieved by the selection of
appropriate materials, like preferably palladium or other
materials suitable for fusion with a maximum work function
of electrons, and with appropriate cooling.

As stated above, the removal of the surplus energy can be
accomplished in many different ways that are familiar to a
person skilled in the art. The sole FIGURE shows, in prin-
ciple, the structure of a sample system for performing the
process where the surplus energy is removed in the form of a
flame. A suitable medium for this, for example water vapor, is
located in a combustion chamber 1 with an anode 3 and
cathode 4 that are insulated from each other by the insulation
9. It is commonly known from the literature that in order to
stabilize the plasma arc the water vapor must be introduced
into the combustion chamber 1 with a spin. The anode 3 has
an outlet nozzle 2 for a flame generated by the plasma arc 10.
The design of the outlet nozzle may be selected to match the
application (e.g. Laval nozzle). The electrodes are connected
with a control power supply 5 that supplies the necessary
energy for the plasma arc in standard operating mode. Parallel
to the control power supply 5, a capacitor or a capacitor
battery 7 and a high voltage power supply 8 are connected via
a spark gap 6.

The method according to the invention was performed
experimentally with a commercial apparatus (Multiplaz
2500), by the Multiplaz AG company, that is offered as a
device for thermal processing as described above. This appa-
ratus uses water, and the plasma arc is sustained with a saw-
tooth voltage (sawtooth voltage with a DC portion of approxi-
mately 150 V with a maximum of 250 V, frequency
approximately 25 kHz, output current with approximately
8-10 A maximum). Through the addition of a high voltage
power supply 8 that charges a capacitor 7 of 1 uF with a
voltage, current pulses are generated in addition to the oper-
ating voltage via a control spark gap 8 that result in a current
pulse with a suitable amperage in the plasma, for example
with 60 A in a cathode with palladium, with a duration of
approximately 1-2 psec. This made it possible to generate a
significantly higher output power than was necessary for the
generation.

By means of this method, it is possible to generate heat in
a cost-efficient way and to use the method wherever fossil
and/or renewable and/or chemical fuels are currently being
used, in order to use the thermal energy either directly or
through conversion to other usable forms of energy (mechani-
cal energy, electric energy).

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for producing thermal energy, comprising:

providing a combustion chamber with an anode and a
cathode made from a material comprising a metal grid,

using a metallic cathode material that is suitable for mak-
ing a fusion process in the metal grid possible selected
from the metals from Group IIX and Group IV A of the
periodic system and their alloys,
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providing a gaseous atmosphere, in the combustion cham-
ber, of a material that contains the light initial materials
required for a nuclear fusion,

generating a plasma arc by providing electrical energy

between the electrodes

initiating frequency change of the potential conditions,

voltages, and currents existing in the plasma and in the
cathode material, and

providing an outlet nozzle at the anode as outlet of a flame

generated by the plasma arc.

2. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein an amperage of
=3 A is used for producing the plasma state.

3. A method as claimed in claim 2, wherein pulses with an
amperage and a pulse width are used that sustain temperature
and density conditions for generating the particles in the
plasma over a period of length.

4. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein, instead of a
permanent current, the plasma arc is operated at a frequent
number of current pulses per unit of time so that the plasma
arc receives the next current pulse within the preceding pulse.

10
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5. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the current
pulses are generated via a voltage power supply that charges
a capacitor, and a control spark gap.

6. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein additional
energy in the form of high frequency at or below the ion
plasma frequency in the individual case, is superimposed on
the plasma arc.

7. A method as claimed in claim 6, wherein the cathode is
sequentially loaded with a certain hydrogen isotope and is
then bombarded with a different isotope that is suitable for
fusion.

8. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the conditions
for an electron flow from the cathode material are selected to
minimize the electron flow.

9. A method as claimed in claim 3, wherein the pulses are
in the pusec range.

10. A method as claimed in claims 7, wherein the cathode
is a palladium cathode.

#* #* #* #* #*
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