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Find a chemistry teaching resource

On This Day – January 03 : New Zealand physicist and chemist Ernest Rutherford succeeded in splitting the atom on this
day in 1919

 

Type of Activity : group work, working
independently

Audience : Teacher Student

Description

By bombarding nitrogen (N) atoms with alpha particles, he broke down the nucleus of the nitrogen atoms, releasing hydrogen (H)

and oxygen (O) atoms in the process. As a result he became the first true alchemist.

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

What happened today in chemistry? Explore 366 days of chemistry history at On This Day in Chemistry, an RSC Learn Chemistry site. rsc.li/chemistry-calendar

ALSO OF INTEREST

On This Day – August
27 : German chemist
Carl Bosch was born
on this day in 1874

 

On This Day – July 30
: French chemist
John Antoine Chaptal
died on this day in

 

On This Day –
December 09 :
German chemist Fritz
Haber was born on

 

Microscale Chemistry
- Some reactions of
nitrogen dioxide

Royal Institution
Christmas
Lectures® 2012:
Chemical Change

January 3
Website

January 3rd
New Zealand physicist and chemist Ernest
Rutherford succeeded in splitting the atom on
this day in 1919

By bombarding nitrogen (N) atoms with alpha
particles, he broke down the nucleus of the
nitrogen atoms, releasing hydrogen (H) and
oxygen (O) atoms in the process. As a result he
became the first true alchemist.
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