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fOREWORD

1 HISTORY

Eleven years IIave pa.ued since Profe$$Ofs fleisctunann and Pons (FP) announced
that they had observed the fusion of lWO deuterium nuclei at room temperalure within
lhe lattice of a metal This announcement produced great excitemerlt, and there were
many anempls to reproduce lhe experiment It turned out that il was neither easy, nor
easily reproducible, Ind the eventual outcome was the growth of enthusiasm Ind
skepticism at the same lime. the enthusiasm of those who succeeded in repeating Ihe
experiment and the skepticism of those (the majority) who did not Within a few
months lhe scientific community took the Msemi_official" posilion thai none of it was
true and lhat MCold Fusion~ (CF) did not exist

This history lias ereated a very Slrange situation, a divergence increasmg in time
between officiat science and a small group of researdters, most of whom have
panicipaled in this Conference., who IIave cominued to do research in thU field. They
had the conviction, beller lite a....-an:ness, dill the phertomel".~ ul1der investigation were
real and scientifically very ill1eresting. The hope IIlaI lhis research could also have an
imporunl prl(:ticaJ result, mainly as a new energy 1O.JTCe, added charm and panion 10
litis enterprise.

Researdt in CF has been going on aU lhese yean. producing COf1linoow., albeit
gTlldual, progreu, mostly in USA, in Japan, in Italy. in Russia, in China. and, 10 a lesser
elItent, also in olher countries. There Ilave been diffiClllties in communicating the
results obtained wilhin and oulSide oflhe CF community: many scientific journals have
a priori denied access 10 pspers related to CF In lhis situation an important role has
been played by the International Conferences, of which lhe presenl, lCCFS. is the most
recent They hive offered an occasion 10 meet Ind exchange informalion Imong lhe
researchers active in lhis field, and have provided an imperlant resource wilh thcir
Proceedings, amounling to a good archive, witnessing the developmenl of CF I think
lllal it is worthwhile, al this time oflhe CF hIstOry, to review Ihem, thus producing a
concise oulline ort/te main events in lite field.

The lim Conftrenee was sponsored by lhe WNationaJ Cold Fusion Instilute~ (NCFl),
founded by lhe University ofUtah, and was held in Sall Lake City al the end of March
1990. It was called MThe fifSl annual Conitrenee on Cold fusion~ Tnere were aireaciy
major diffiaJllie$ the oft'">cia1 sciemiflC community had already pronounced ils verdict
against CF, lhe NCFI would dose shortly aftefWafds, within !he CF COll"lm.lnity !here
were IWO diverging schools, those: who believed only the nuclear evidence (mainly
neutTOlll), barely ~pted by lite lciertlific community, and those who believed in
e:xc:ess heal. spumed by the scientific communilY. 1 must confess lllat I beIooged 10 lhe
fim school, being quile skeptical aboul heal production, and I participated in the
organizalion of a wdissident~ Conference, called MAnomalous nuclear effects in
daneriumlsolid systems", sponsored by MThe Electric Power Research InSliluteM

(EPRI). by lhe US Deparlment of Energy (DOE) and by lhe Brigham Young
Universily at Provo (BYU): the Conference WI! held in Provo, Utlh, in OClober \990.
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